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Choose What You Love, Love What You Choose:
Sailing Into the Blue Ocean of Your Career

A recent striking news headline caught global attention: "Alarm Bells Ring for American Higher
Education! A New Generation Flocks to Vocational Training, Rejecting Mismatched Skills and
Skyrocketing Student Debt." This report vividly highlights a critical turning point in traditional
American higher education. An increasing number of young individuals are opting out of conventional
university degrees, choosing instead to pursue vocational institutions and specialized technical
professions. They are drawn by more stable career prospects, rewarding compensation, and the
liberation from crushing student loans. According to projections by the Western Interstate Commission
for Higher Education (WICHE), traditional university enrollment is expected to decline sharply by 13%
over the next 15 years. Concurrently, data from the National Student Clearinghouse Research Center
(NSCRC) reveals that enrollment in two-year vocational training programs has surged by an impressive
20% since 2020.

Turning our attention to Taiwan, our higher and vocational education sectors are similarly navigating the
waves of a declining birthrate. Yet, at the same time, we witness a growing number of parents actively
supporting and encouraging their children to embark on vocational paths. This is because the objectives
of vocational education are exceptionally clear—it links arms directly with industry needs. Here,
students are spared the anxiety of competing blindly for narrow corporate openings. Instead, they
precisely cultivate the immediate operational skills needed to thrive in the workforce, unlocking a highly
predictable and brilliant career future.

The National Kaohsiung University of Hospitality and Tourism (NKUHT) is a shining, premier
institution that leads the industry. In the QS World University Rankings by Subject of Hospitality and
Leisure Management, NKUHT has proudly ranked among the top 50 globally for five consecutive years,
ascending to 23rd in the world in 2026. Furthermore, we are the very first university in East Asia to
secure international accreditation in this field. In 2026, over 200 of our undergraduate students stepped
out for overseas internships and advanced studies, securing the highest participation rate across Taiwan.
Our student numbers for internships in Singapore and Japan rank number one nationwide and continue
to rise year over year. In the hearts of leading enterprises domestically, NKUHT graduates remain the

absolute top choice in the "Tourism and Hospitality" category. These supreme honors are the monuments



built through the dedication of our faculty, staff, and alumni—and this pride is now ready to be passed
on to all of you.

A full year of on-campus and off-campus internships is undoubtedly the hallmark of NKUHT's
education. As the cradle for hospitality and tourism professionals, our internship opportunities span
across core sectors including hotels, food and beverage, aviation, travel agencies, and tourism leisure.
Given that some of these industries operate around the clock or for extended hours, you will gain diverse
and profound professional experiences across various shifts. Here, the entire faculty and staff of
NKUHT pledge to fully safeguard the internship safety and rights of every single student. It is our hope
that every student will "choose what you love, and love what you choose, sailing into the blue ocean of
your career." May the lingering melody of our school anthem's conclusion, "Serving Humanity, the Light
of Hospitality," remain forever etched in your hearts.

We firmly believe that hospitality is an art of delivering "happiness and kindness." No matter how
technology evolves or how prevalent Al becomes, the most precious element will always be the warmth
of human connection. At NKUHT, you will not only master cutting-edge Al technology and top-tier
professional skills, but you will also deepen your care for the community beneath your feet. The "Green
Hospitality" education that NKUHT has championed for years aims to nurture an environmentally
conscious and sustainability-minded heart within this warm campus culture, transforming you into
outstanding leaders with both emotional depth and future-ready vision.

The Opening and Master-Disciple Thanksgiving Ceremony is an excellent tradition that NKUHT has
proudly sustained for thirty years. We preserve these solemn and traditional rituals to express our most
sincere respect and gratitude for our teachers' dedicated guidance. Our heartfelt thanks go to the
distinguished guests, faculty, staff, and students joining us today. Most importantly, we extend our
highest esteem and gratitude to the teachers who guide our students forward. Wishing you all a deeply

rewarding and fulfilling journey at NKUHT. Thank you very much!

g Der Lony Ty

National Kaohsiung University of Hospita MT/ and Tourism
President Dr. Der-Long Fang
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